Fenceline Monitoring Checklist - Content Guide

This guide explains the structure and purpose of each section in our fenceline monitoring. It
is intended to help readers understand what information is collected, why it is important,
and how it supports early detection of drift, weed incursion, and erosion risk.

1. Chemical Drift (Herbicide & Fertilizer)
What we include:

e Leaf curling, puckering, or cupping on broadleaf plants (clovers, alfalfa, willows, berries)
e Patchy yellowing or leaf burn unrelated to grazing pressure

e Decline in legumes or other sensitive species over time

e Unusually lush grass growth close to the fence after rain (possible fertilizer drift/runoff)
e Any strong chemical odour or visible spray residue on nearby foliage

Why it matters:

Early detection protects native forbs, legumes, shrubs, and browse species from damage.
Drift can cause subtle but lasting shifts in plant communities, reducing biodiversity and
forage quality.

2. Biological Spread (Weed & Invasive Species Incursion)
What we include:

e New plants along the fenceline not seen in previous seasons (especially rosette-formers
like thistle)

e (lusters of weeds appearing downwind or downslope from the neighbouring pasture or
field

e Rapid spread of undesirable species inward from the fence line

e Seed heads moving across the fence in late summer (thistles, sow-thistles, dandelions)

e Evidence of livestock hair/manure accumulation at the fence (can carry seed)

Why it matters:

Disturbance and bare ground next door can increase weed pressure on your side.
Monitoring helps you act while patches are small and manageable, preventing long-term
establishment and spread.

3. Physical Impacts (Erosion, Runoff & Sedimentation)
What we include:

e Expanding bare soil patches near the fenceline on either side
e Sediment or silt deposits at the base of vegetation on your side after rain
e Water flow channels forming through/under the fence or along the fence line



e Soil accumulation in downslope or low-lying areas (fans, berms, puddling)
e Increased puddling, compaction, or hoof shear near access points

Why it matters:

Runoff from overgrazed or cultivated ground can transport soil, nutrients, and weed seed
onto your pasture. Catching erosion pathways early supports soil resilience and reduces
future rehab work.

4. Wildlife & Edge-Effect Indicators
What we include:

e New game trails developing along the fence line

e Increased browsing pressure on shrubs/saplings inside your side

e (Changes in bird activity (loss of pollinator/flower habitat on the neighbour side can
shift use)

e Increased rodent activity (burrows, runways) in disturbed zones

e Fence-line “edge” becoming a corridor for movement or nesting

Why it matters:

Strong habitat contrast can concentrate wildlife use along edges and increase browse
pressure on your side. These changes can cascade into vegetation shifts, regeneration loss,
or increased fence maintenance.

5. Documentation Protocol (Photos, Notes, Timing)
What we include:

e Seasonal photo points: take photos from the same 3-5 locations each time

e Record dates of neighbour field activity if observed (spraying, fertilizing, heavy grazing,
logging)

e Note wind direction and speed during suspected spray days

e Map any weed patches (flagging tape or GPS pin) and estimate size

e Track changes across the first 3-5 meters inward from the fence

Why it matters:

Consistent documentation turns observations into usable evidence. It helps distinguish
seasonal variability from real change, supports neighbour conversations, and strengthens
any formal reporting if needed.

6. Mitigation Options (If Pressure Increases)

What we include:



e Maintain/establish a vegetative buffer (tall forbs, shrubs, native grasses) along your
fence line

e Target new weed patches early (hand-pull, spot mow, controlled grazing, or other
appropriate control)

e Use temporary fencing to keep your flock off newly affected areas until recovery

e Increase litter cover and ground protection (deferred grazing, light hoof action at the
right time)

e Ifdrift is suspected: document promptly (photos + dates) and seek local guidance on
reporting

Why it matters:

Buffers and early interventions reduce long-term workload. A small response early is far
easier than a major restoration effort later.



