Grazing Pod Assessment — Content Guide
This guide explains the structure and purpose of each section in our grazing pod

assessments. It is intended to help readers understand what information is collected,
why it is important, and how it supports our grazing management decisions.

1. Pod Context & History
What we include:

e Name of the pod

e Location on property

e Size and physical layout

e Grazing history (last grazed date, rest period length, seasonal notes)
e Habitat modifications (mulching, seeding, fencing changes)

Why it matters:

Establishes baseline conditions before the current grazing event. Helps track long-term
effects of rest, infrastructure, and habitat work.

2. Sessions & Conditions
What we include:

e Date(s) and start/stop times for each grazing session

e Animal class breakdown (species, number, age/sex groups)

e Weather for each session (temperature, humidity, wind, sky condition)
e Ground condition (firm, moist, muddy, frozen)

Why it matters:

Weather and ground conditions strongly influence grazing patterns, trampling, and plant
recovery. Session timing affects animal behaviour and forage selection.

3. Pre-Graze Vegetation Assessment
What we include:

e Dominant species (by functional group: grasses, legumes, forbs, woody browse)
e Presence of native vs tame species

e Weed/invasive species notes

e Vegetation height and density (visual estimate)

e Forage quality indicators (e.g., seed head stage, leaf tenderness)

Why it matters:

Identifies available forage and potential risks (weeds, bloat-prone species). Supports
biodiversity monitoring and management of native species.



4. Soil & Litter Observations
What we include:

e Litter cover % and quality

e Bare ground %

e Hoof impact rating (light/moderate/heavy)

e Erosion risk indicators

e Soil moisture notes and signs of biological activity (fungi, invertebrates)

Why it matters:

Soil protection and litter retention are critical to pasture resilience. Hoof action can
either benefit or harm soil health depending on timing and severity.

5. Wildlife & Habitat Notes
What we include:

e Evidence of wildlife use (tracks, scat, sightings)
e Structural diversity (canopy, shrub, groundcover layers)
e Observations of pollinator plants or nesting areas

Why it matters:

Integrates grazing management with broader conservation goals. Tracks changes in
biodiversity over time.

6. Grazing Session Observations
What we include:

e Species and areas targeted by animals (e.g., clover patches, aspen saplings)
e Forage utilization % by type (grasses, legumes, woody browse)

e Trampling patterns and locations

e Changes between AM and PM sessions if applicable

Why it matters:

Shows how animals interact with the landscape in real time. Identifies whether grazing
is balanced or overly selective.



7. Post-Graze Condition
What we include:

e Residual vegetation height and coverage
e Litter condition post-trample
e Areas left untouched and possible reasons (palatability, terrain, insects)

Why it matters:

Informs rest period needs and re-entry timing. Indicates whether the session achieved
management goals.

8. Vegetation Persistence & Comparison
What we include:

e Changes since last graze in species composition, density, or structure
e Gains/losses of specific target species
e Notable shifts in plant health or distribution

Why it matters:

Detects trends toward or away from desired plant community composition. Tracks
seasonal variation and informs adaptive management.

9. Recovery Outlook
What we include:

e Estimated regrowth time for grasses vs woody species
e Seasonal or weather-related recovery factors
e Suitability for follow-up graze or deferral

Why it matters:

Ensures grazing pressure stays within plant recovery capacity. Prevents long-term
damage from overuse.

10. Management Considerations & Next Steps
What we include:

e Recommendations for follow-up grazing (species, timing, density)

e Weed or brush control plans

e Integration with other livestock species (e.g., horses for thatch management)
e Infrastructure changes or repairs needed

Why it matters:

Converts observations into actionable decisions. Ensures each grazing event moves us
toward long-term pasture health goals.
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